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rain began at 10:35 p. m.; about 10:50 p. m. the two storms seemed to
meet over the sea to the north-northwest of the city, and from that time
until after 11 p. m. the discharges of lightning to the northwest were
very vivid and numerous, but the thunder was not as loud as it had been
during the previous ten or fifteen minutes; heavy rain began at 10:57
p- m.; the wind, which had been light and generally east during the
evening until 10:45 p. m., reached a maximum of 32 miles from the north-
east between 10:55 p. m. and 11 p. m.

Most of the studies of lightning hitherto published have
emanated from northerly regions. We are glad to publish
this article from within the Tropics, where lightning is sup-
posed to be most intense, and where special opportunitieg
offer for studying its spectrum, ity structure, and its physical
peculiarities.— (. 4.

E. O. NATHURST.

Biographical note by H. C. BATE, Local Forecaster and Section Director,

Mr. Einer Oswald Nathurst, Voluntary Observer, Tennessee
gection of the Climate .and Crop Service of the Weather Bu-
reau, died at his home in Tracy City, Tenn., Thursday, Octo-
ber 15, 1903, aged 69 years.

Mr. Nathurst was a native of Stockholm, Sweden, and came
to America in 1854. For many years he was bookkeeper in
Nashville, Tenn. In 1865 he went to Tracy City, and entered
the service of the Tennessee Coal, Iron, and Railroad Company,
and from that time until his last illness was connected with
that company.

For the past seven years he had been a faithful and valued
member of the corps of voluntary observers of the Tennessee
section of the Climate and Crop Service. His work was char-
acterized by a remarkable record of promptness and accuracy.

He was a man of very considerable scientific attainment in
many branches, particularly in geology and mineralogy, which
made him especially valuable, both as superintendent of the
great coal mining industries at Tracy City, and also as a vol-
untary observer in the Weather Bureau, and the Service sus-
tains a great loss in his passing away.
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